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Jacob Gretser
“A celebrated Jesuit writer; b. at Markdorf in the
Diocese of Constance in 1562; d. at Ingolstadt in 1625.
He entered the Society of Jesus in 1578, and nine years
later he defended publicly theses covering the whole
field of theology. Ingolstadt was the principal scene of
his work; here he taught philosophy for three years,
dogmatic theology for fourteen and moral theology for
seven years. He gave at least ten hours a day to his
studies, which he protracted, at times, till late into the
night, in order to devote part of the day to works of
charity and zeal.
He was recognized as one of the best controversialists of
his time, and was highly esteemed by Pope Clement
VIII, Emperor Ferdinand II, and Maximilian I of
Bavaria. Some of the greatest lights of his age, such as
Cardinal Bellarmine and Marcus Welser, corresponded
with him and consulted him in their difficulties. He
edited or explained many works of the patristic and
medieval writers, and composed erudite treatises on
most diverse subjects. Sommervogel enumerates two hundred and twenty-nine titles of printed
works and thirty-nine manuscripts attributed to Father Gretser, but for our purpose it will be more
convenient to follow the grouping of his writings as they are distributed in the seventeen folios of
the complete edition which appeared in Ratisbon (1734-1741). Vols., I-III contain archaeological
and theological disquisitions concerning the Cross of Christ; IV-V, a defence of several
ecclesiastical feasts and rites; VI-VII, apologies for several Roman pontiffs, VIII-IX, a defence of
Bellarmine’s writings, to which vol. X adds a defence of some lives of the Saints; XI, a defence of
the Society of Jesus. XII.
Polemics against the Lutherans and Waldenses; XIII, polemic miscellanies; XIV-XV, editions and
translations of Greek ecclesiastical writers; XVI-XVII, philological works, philosophical and
theological disquisitions, and other miscellaneous addenda. But these general headings hardly give
an idea of the erudition displayed in Father Gretser’s separate works. The first volume, for instance,
contains five books treating successively of the Cross on which Jesus Christ died, of images of the
cross of apparitions of the Holy Cross, of the sign of the cross, and of the spiritual cross. The
second volume given fifty-seven Graeco-Latin eulogies of the Holy Cross by Greek writers, the
third treats of cross-bearing coins, of the Crusades, adding also a defence of both the Crusades and
the veneration of the Cross.”
SCHRODL, in Kirchenlex., s. v.; HURTER, Nomenclator; SOMMERVOGEL, Bibl. De la C. de J.,
s. v.
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Cfr.: A.J. MAAS – Transcribed by Joseph P. Thomas – The Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume VII
Copyright © 1910 by Robert Appleton Company – Online Edition Copyright © 1999 by Kevin
Knight – Nihil Obstat, June 1, 1910. Remy Lafort, S.T.D., Censor - Imprimatur. +John Cardinal
Farley, Archbishop of New York - http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07029b.htm
Gretser was born at Markdorf in the Diocese of Constance. He entered the Society of Jesus in 1578,
and nine years later he defended publicly theses covering the whole field of theology. Ingolstadt
was the principal scene of his work; here he taught philosophy for three years, dogmatic theology
for fourteen and moral theology for seven years. He gave at least ten hours a day to his studies,
which he protracted, at times, till late into the night, in order to devote part of the day to works of
charity and zeal.
He was recognized as one of the best controversialists of his time, and was highly esteemed by Pope
Clement VIII, Emperor Ferdinand II, and Maximilian I, Elector of Bavaria. Some of the greatest of
his age, such as Cardinal Bellarmine and Markus Welser, corresponded with him and consulted him
in their difficulties. He died at Ingolstadt.
He edited or explained many works of the patristic and medieval writers, and composed erudite
treatises on most diverse subjects. Carlos Sommervogel enumerates two hundred and twenty-nine
titles of printed works and thirty-nine manuscripts attributed to Gretser, but it is convenient to
follow the grouping of his writings as they are distributed in the seventeen folios of the complete
edition which appeared in Ratisbon (1734–1741).
Vols. I-III contain archaeological and theological disquisitions concerning the Cross of Christ
IV-V, a defence of several ecclesiastical feasts and rites
VI-VII, apologies for several Roman pontiffs
VIII-IX, a defence of Bellarmine's writings, to which vol. X adds a defence of some lives of the
Saints
XI, a defence of the Society of Jesus
XII, polemics against the Lutherans and Waldenses
XIII, polemic miscellanies
XIV-XV, editions and translations of Greek ecclesiastical writer
XVI-XVII, philological works
The first volume, for instance, contains five books treating successively of the Cross on which Jesus
Christ died, of images of the cross, of apparitions of the Holy Cross, of the sign of the cross, and of
the spiritual cross. The second volume given fifty-seven Graeco-Latin eulogies of the Holy Cross
by Greek writers, the third treats of cross-bearing coins, of the Crusades, adding also a defence of
both the Crusades and the veneration of the Cross.
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This article incorporates text from the 1913 Catholic Encyclopedia article "Jacob Gretser" by A.J.
Maas, a publication now in the public domain.
Cfr.: This page was last modified on 22 November 2012 at 19:02. Text is available under the
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License - Wikipedia.en http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacob_Gretser
Vedi anche: breve profilo biografico di Jacob Gretser nel sito dell'Enciclopedia Treccani

