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Mathias Tanner 
 

 

 Born at Pilsen in Bohemia, 28 Feb., 

1630; died at Prague, 8 Feb., 1692. He 

entered the Society of Jesus in 1646. The 

greatest part of his life was spent at 

Prague, where he taught humanities, 

philosophy, theology, and Scripture, was 

made rector of the imperial university, 

and guided for six years the Bohemian 

province of his order. Not only did 

Tanner burn to imitate the apostles and 

martyrs of the society, but, to awaken in 

his brethren a like desire, he employed 

his leisure hours in recounting to them 

the lives and deaths of the most 

prominent sons of St. Ignatius. His two 

works, "Societas Jesu ad sanguinis et 

vitae profusionem militans" (a history of 

the lives and deaths of those Jesuits who 

suffered martyrdom for the faith) and 

"Societas Jesu Apostolorum imitatrix" 

(describing the heroic deeds and virtues 

of the Jesuits who laboured in all parts of 

the world with extraordinary success for 

the salvation of souls) were written in 

this spirit. He paid special attention to 

reverence and devotion during the holy 

sacrifice of the Mass. According to his 

biographer, he used to celebrate with 

such living piety that he was like a 

lodestone, attracting the faithful to the 

altar where he offered the sacrifice. To 

foster this reverence in others, he wrote 

two other works, "Explanation of the Bloody Sacrifice of Christ in the Unbloody Sacrifice of the 

Mass", which was re-edited three times, and a pamphlet proclaiming God's wrath against those who 

should dare to desecrate holy temples by their misbehaviour. His name became more widely known 

through his work, "Dialogus controversisticus" on the validity of the Holy orders conferred on 

Andrew Frommens during the lifetime of his wife.  

 

Sources 

SOMMERVOGEL, Bibl. de la C. de J., VII, 1858-61; DE GUILLEMY, Menologe. Assistance de 

Germanie, I, 132-34; FELLER, Dict. hist., VIII, 357 -58; HURTER, Nomenclator, I, 254; II, 561. 

About this page 

http://www.bibliotecauniversitaria.ge.it/opencms/opencms/documenti/UetP/1_ATTI_COSTITUTIVI/Ignazio_Loyola.pdf


 

BIBLIOTECA UNIVERSITARIA DI GENOVA – PERCORSI TEMATICI 

Universalitas & Pervasivitas 
IL COSTITUIRSI  E  DIFFONDERSI  DELLA  S.J. E  SUOI ECHI (1540  -  1773)  
di A. Pisani 

 
Schede autori Atti costitutivi, ordinamenti, agiografie, etc. 

 

APA citation. Cotter, A. (1912). Matthias Tanner. In The Catholic Encyclopedia. New York: Robert 

Appleton Company. Retrieved June 19, 2010 from New Advent:  

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14445a.htm  

MLA citation. Cotter, Anthony. "Matthias Tanner." The Catholic Encyclopedia. Vol. 14. New 

York: Robert Appleton Company, 1912. 19 Jun. 2010 < 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14445a.htm 

Transcription. This article was transcribed for New Advent by Michael T. Barrett. Dedicated to Jane 

Taylor. 

Ecclesiastical approbation. Nihil Obstat. July 1, 1912. Remy Lafort, S.T.D., Censor. Imprimatur. 

+John Cardinal Farley, Archbishop of New York. 

 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14445a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14445a.htm

